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State Pollution lLaboratory
Gig Harbor, Washington.
Ostober 7, 1942.

REPORT ON WESTERN GAS PLANT---<BREMERTON, WASHINGTON.

On September 11, 1942 a trip was made to the Western Gas Company
located at Bremetrton, Washington. This company had previsouly bsen con=-
victed by the Justice of the Peace Court in Bremerton for pollution. Mr.
Cookingham, the owner, agreed bo taks care of sll wastes from the gas pland
in e mannoy which would be satisfactory to the Fisheries Department.

The wastes from this plant consists of excess washing and condenser
water which contains petrolium ssphalt compounds. Frobably the wost toxic
substances found in these petrolium asphalt compounds ars phenols and
crapols. These subgtances are absorbed to & certain extent by the washing
water and are thus carried to Puget Sound by way of the city sewer.

The original method of dlsposal wus as follows:- All wastes, waghing
water and condeinser walber, entered & baffled susp where the olly materlal
rose to the surface and was pumped to storage fanks and h-ld until sold.
Moat of the waghing and condenser water wes pumpad back and reuged in the
gerubbers while the surplus witer wag pumped to three barrels whore the
0il furtherecdeperated. The effluent was then run to an other box from
which the water wea allowed to drain imio a city sewew menhole, The oil
layer was retained in the box and ramoved from iimt %o time.

Even though the above precesutlions were taken It was found that the
ef'fluent entering the city sewer had & phenol content of 49.0 p.p.m.

At the presaent tims the method of disposal is as follows:= In place
of the three barrels a cooling tower has been installed where the oily
meterial is collected and at regular intravals reclaimed. From thise
tower the efflusnt passes through & burlap fllier, which must be freguently -
replaced, and then in to the box where the o0il is Purither ssperatesd bsefore
the effluent drsins into the city sewsr. The phenol conitent of the affluent
as it entere the city scwer on September 11, 1942 was 0.84 p.p.d.

¥When the plant was first lnspecited early in the afterncon the burlap
filter was not in place. After visiting the office of the Western Gas
Compeny end returning with My, Cookingham, the burlap filter had been re=
placed and was in operation.

Even though conditions huve greatly improved at the Western Gas OCompany,
1% is rscomenfied that an additional sump be installed between the last settling
vox end the sewer. This sump can be easly constructed of dirt and would serve
ag a safty device in case of a break through in the plant.
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